leading part in the whole business speak for themselves. They tell a particularly unpleasant tale and it is important that the factors that motivated Muldoon to thwart any pro-activity on New Zealand's part during his time as Prime Minister should be publicly revealed.
Muldoon is not the only individual to have the blowtorch of historical fact turned on him. Others like Jack Marshall who set out to 'build bridges' with South Africa are seen in the cold light of hindsight to have tragically misread the potential for domestic trouble that this corrosive issue promised for New Zealand.
Templeton also reveals the extraordinarily narrow focus of New Zealand's diplomacy in the post-war years; the concentration on clinging to the apron strings of Britain and the 'old' Commonwealth; the open distrust of non-white aspirations beyond the Anglo-saxon fold, and the blindness of so many in this country to the massive tragedy that was unfolding in South Africa after Daniel Malan and the Afrikaner Nationalists seized the initiative in 1949.
Although the author lays this out unburdened by subjective comment, his comprehension of the issues, arrived at first hand, means that every now and again he cannot resist a subtle dig at whoever is in focus.
Rugby of course features very prominently in the whole story. It is the lever by which the South African Government and Rugby Union kept New Zealand jumping. It was worked with consummate skill. The South African Consuls General in New Zealand followed to the letter the old dictum that a diplomat is an honest man sent abroad to lie for his country. They raised this particular vocation to an art form in New Zealand and succeeded in fooling most of the people most of the time for much too long. Templeton is a good deal kinder to the leading lights of the New Zealand Rugby Union and the pro-tour lobby than some others of us would be inclined to be. He lays out the case, made ad nauseum by the NZRU that politics and sport could somehow be kept apart, without seriously questioning the integrity of anybody. Yet the facts show pretty clearly that there were plenty of people, including more than a few in the upper echelons of the Rugby Union, who were totally in favour of apartheid and wanted to maintain the purity of white man against white man right up until the mid 1980s.
In his 'few reflections' at the end of the book Templeton looks back on the strain that the issue put on relations between officials and politicians in New Zealand and the huge preoccupation with it that diverted so many people for so long. He wonders, at the end, if we are really cured of the kind of prejudice that gave rise to the conflict. If we aren't then this book should be required reading for all those who still carry that prejudice. What a pity it will only be read by those who don't.
